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I have to say that out of all of the Dick Francis books that I've read this one really made an impact

on me. I enjoyed the plot so much in Break In, which featured Kit Fielding, that I immediately picked

up a copy of this book which once again had him as the main character.Kit Fielding is a

steeplechase jockey, who's a little too tall and a little too old to continue racing, but he has his own

agenda. Kit's friend, Princess Cassilia, has always been there for him and she's very much involved

with the racing world as an owner of a very large horse farm. When she's threatened and her

racehorses begin turning up dead, Kit takes it on himself to investigate, even with her personal life in

turmoil. As he investigates, it seems as if everyone in the wealthy class of racing is a suspect and

this puts Kit in danger himself.Stretching the boundaries of his writing style, Francis has written a

great "who dun it" and created a variety of possible villains along the way. There is the unknown

enemy who is determined to ruin Kit's family, a rival in the romantic arena, a weapons dealer who is

the King of the underworld black market, and then the horse murderer who uses a bolt to kill

horses.For those who have little knowledge of horses, a bolt is a weapon that is similar to a gun, but

instead of a bullet being fired, it shoots a heavy metal slide (bolt) against the horse's head which

immediately kills it. I'm told that this is a humane way to put down horses and usually administered

by a veterinarian in extreme cases. Just the thought of such a weapon left chills up and down my

spine, and leave it to Francis to use such a weapon in one of his books.
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